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On Jan. 6, the Inter-American Development Bank (IDB) approved an US$80 million loan to support
public sector reform in Costa Rica. Funds are earmarked to restructure several government
ministries, including personnel layoffs, budget and retirement regulation reforms, and in some
cases, the privatization of public services. All told, officials plan to reduce the public labor force by
nearly 19%. Entities slated for privatization under the program include cement, liquor, and fertilizer
plants. Feasibility studies will also be carried out for future privatization of petroleum refining and
distribution enterprises. (Sources: Agence France-Presse, Spanish news service EFE, 01/06/93)
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